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We have all heard the proverh, “Ir rakes
a whole village to raise a child,” and are
increasingly aware of its many implica-
tions and meanings. We have grown
familiar with the language of global econ-
amy, interdependence, commonalities,
partnership, stewardship, and reaching/
learning processes.  And perhaps our
approaches to formal and informal educa-
tion have struggled to embrace the ideas of
multiculturalism, sustainahiliry, ecological
responsibility, and postmodernism. Given
these possibilities, how do we shape our
understanding of the warld as a global vil-
lage? How can we nurture a consciousness
sensitive ta the planet’s healrh, the needs
of the poar, and rthe dreams of our chil-
dren's children! How are we educating
today’s students far omorrow'’s world?

In arder to educate for comorrow's world,
we must be able to envision that world —
and to understand today’s glabal village.
While rechnology has brought the workd
infa our living rooms, it remains difficulr
to fashion a meaningful understanding of
the warld. Many efforts have been made
to lay out the current realities of popula-
tion, poverty, illiteracy, diversity, politics,
and economics in a way that fosters under-
standing.

One summary of the world situarion
srares: “If we could shrink Earth's popula-
tion to a village of precisely 100 peaple,
with all exisring human ratios remaining
rhe same, it would look like this: there
would be 37 Asians, 21 Europeans, 14
from the Western Hemisphere, including
North and South America, and 8 from
Africa.  Fifty-one would be female, 4%
male. Seventy would be non-white, 30
white.  Eighty would live in substandard
housing, Half would suffer from malnutei-
tion, One would be near dearh, and one
would be near birth, Half of the entire vil-
lage’s wealth would be in the hands of only
six people.” 1o such a world, how can edu-
catian foster service, leadership and citi-
zenship!

il

First, education must be clear abour irs
purpose. The shift from education for
economic development to education for
human development continues o prampt
a critique of current educational philoso-
phies and practices, at all levels and in all
settings. The shifring paradipm is marked
by many elements, as articulated by Dun-
can 5. Ferguson, president of the Associa-
rion of Presbyterian Colleges and Univer-
sities: "1} it is a shift from focusing on the
part o the whaole; 2) it is a shift from
understanding reality in terms of static
structures to understanding reality in
terms of dynamic processes; 3 it is a shift
from an objective pursuit of truth o an
epistemology that incorporates personal
and intuitive knowing; 4} it is a shift from
understanding knowledge in rerms of
building blocks to seeing reality as a con-
neceed and interdependent necwork; and
3) it is a shift from believing that we have
absalute and final certainty to approxi-
mate understanding and an appreciation
of complexity and mystery.”

Second, education must engage rhe
complexities of the emerging global com-
munity, taking into account the profile of
the world as it is and as iv is becoming,
This demands the development of cduca-
tional philosophies atentive to the diver-
sity of species, beliefs, cultures, and wavs of
knowing, as well as educational pracrices
conducive 0 nurtUEing comperent, cre-
arive, and crirical learning, Educating for
this complexity requires principles such as
the fallowing, offered by Dr. Ferguson: “1}
academic excellence, 2) integration af
faith and learning, 3} freedom of inguiry,
4) stewardship, 5) service, &) community,
71 partnership, 8) ecological perspective,

2} ethical responsibility, and 10} an inte-
grated, interdisciplinary approach in our
quest for knowledge.” The emerging glob-
al community compels us to educate for a
conscicusness that is global, critical, holis-
tic, respansible, and interdependent.

GEA invites you to participate in a
newly developed teaching/learning oppor-
tunity created to meer the educational
needs of the emerging global communirye
Educating for Global Citizenship offers a
variety of ways for teachers, youth leaders,
community organizers, parents, business
managers, health-care professionals, lead-
ership teams, and others to comprehend
and respond to the critical and crearive
rask of educarion for the global village,

This unique program situates the wach-
ingflearning process as a lifelong endeavor
within the conrext of past, present, and
furure: historical knowledge, contempo-
rary realities, and emerging paradigms.
Knowledge-hased, conceptually oriented
and creatively facilivared, this program
frames ideas, imagination, and implemen-
rarion as the necessary components for
Hat-century education. It is global m
scope ver specific in focus, and is flexible
encuph to respect the diverse experience,
expertise, and needs of participants. The
program consists of plenary themes and
focus modules in combinations ratlored o
individual parcicipants, Plenary themes
include Globul Cirizenship, Inrerdepen-
dence, Partnership, Global Systems, Sys-
rems Analysis, and Leadership; focus mod-
ules include Culrural Diversity, Environ-
ment, Human Rights, Earth Charter,
United Mations, Peace Education, and
Conflict Resalution.  The program can
rake the form of a workshop, conference
presentation, faculry inservice, profession-
al developmenr program, board meeting,
or other configuration, and can be held
cither on-site or ar Global Education
Associates in New Yok,

As the 21st century approaches, the
teachingflearning process of living, work-
ing, and relating as members of the global
village must become common knowledge.
T learn more abour “Educating for Glob-
al Cirizenship," please contact Eileen
Gannon or Caral inn ar GEAL &



