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The living sacred Biosphere, of
which the human community is but a
purt, is threarened by the ways in which
we humans treat cach other and the
warld's living systems,  As caretukers,
we o must affirm in every  manner
possible underlying  incercon-
necredness a5 one magnificent and
varled human tamily, living in different
conditions bur shating a commirmenr
re core values all humanity can uphold.
The  Commussien  on  Global
Governunee has stated:

ETT

Wee need a set of common values aroond
achich awe can unite people, frrespective of
their  culrural,  polincal,  religions or
phitosophical backgrounds. - . . Foremost
these valiees must inchede the duey of care
for ome’s neighbor, Inoa neghborhood, all
are neighbars, In ear plobal neiphborhood,
thevefore, owr dury of care 15 owed o all
who sharve the planer. This duty, of course,
is more compelling the move o neighbor
negds core.

Newghborhood s net a gengraphic but
a moral delinidon, [t s a mpdel
consistent  with  the  pgrowing
recognition of  interdependencies,
whether ceonomic or envirenmenral,
Bur this 15 0 relatvely new model o
gpovernment and law. In law, for
cxample, there are three models of
relationships. Mations make
sgreements, such  as  treatics,  as
sovereign entities always reserving the
right of withdrawal foe their supreme
national interest. Markerplace entities,

corporations  or  individuals, make

arm’s-length  agreements, such  as
contraces,  defining  righas and
responsibilities held  together by
judicial enforcement. The family s
premised on the legal union of people:
families live as one where cach feels the
joys and sorrows of the other as their
own. Each parent is the careraker of the
children, and hushands and wives share
life in unity. In a family, the supreme
interest of self is the well-being of all.

The Universal Declaration ot Human
Rights defines o ser ol family values
appropriare o the vision of the Earch
the astronaurs’ photos reveal
living organism of Interconnecred lives.
The Declararion begins by coaphasizing
that “recognition of the
dignity and of the equal and inaliennhle
rghes of all members of the human
family is the foundarion of freedom,
justice, and peace in the world.” Today,
family values of ethnic, racial, religlous,
or nacionalistic prejudice, or a concern
for "my family only,” are far too marrow
to be called fully human. Yer the family
values upon which the Declaration of
Human Rights is founded are often
perverted  in the world of affairs
Ferween narions.
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In the US we spend over 31,000 per
persan annually for security through
the use and threar of violence, and less
rhan $7 per person for the cooperative
security regime of the UN. A brief
ohservation of almosr any period of
buman history is replete wirh horrors
adequare justification w believe the
world is an unredeemable place. In the
Lust fifty years alone there have been
over 200 wars with more than 25
million killed. Yes, there i evidence
that life is suffering, and there are
reasons to rely primarily on the threar
ansd use of vialence lor securicy.

Bur rhis ratiomale is incomplete; o is

flawed in s denial of our humanity and
the numerous examples of  self-



epovernment and justice arising from our
capacities of enlightened self-interest,
LSO, 'xlrld Ct)mp;!.uiinn. Thﬂllgh we
have the capacity to behave with
ignorance, we are not condemned to do
so, Every major religion has foundarions
of ethical brilliance hased on the Golden
Rule; numetous countries allow ws to
live with unprecedented liberty und
wealth because of social cooperation.
The UN Charrer is a collecrive
proclamarion of humanity's commit-
ment to rise il].'lﬂ'\'ﬁ ignc]mnc:: ilnd [ (]
move from the law of power to rhe power
of law.

In his introduction to Defining Purpose:
The LN and the Health of Natons, The
Final Report of the US Commission om
Improving the Effectiveness of the Uinited
Nations (Sept, 1993), US Congressman
j'rll'ﬂl!.‘i LCiiEh HTHEL‘IJ:

In assessing the UN today, policymakers
must apply perspectve by reference o
bhilosophic possibiliies as well as historical
experience. Whether peoples and nation-
states can ¢vey come o have confidence in
the UN and the mternatimal systern it has
come to signify depends in the final measure
om assessmients, not only of power relatons,
hli[ l'.'I.ES{J l'if ﬁum;m TTUTE .

Omly an dprimistic assessment of kuman
nature makes the prospect of greater world
law and order imaginable, For philosophers
like Hobbes, self-centered man cannot put
himself m the shoes of others; he carmot find
fis way oue of the jungle where life is nasey,
british and short, because he has no
capactty for mutual accommodation, For
Marx, malleable man, the tool of
determinist forces, neads to be controlled; he
could never take responsibilicy for forging his
own desgny,  For  Locke and  hus
philosaphical stepson, leffersomn, man's fate
can  be  viewed more  oprimistically,
Individuals are not omly presumed w be
born with vights no legttimare state can take
awery, bae with a rational namre capable of
developmg institutional  arrangements o
protect and presevve those rights.

For the wworld to e avith old [m‘.'bie'ms 1.l,|"
WATY ﬂﬂd T p'l"flhﬂ:_"‘?'l'ls :Jf ATImsE CfJ‘T'lf‘Tl'Jl L'"'lli!
envirommental  poisoning, the  optimisz
assmpreon mast hold: that just as man’s
propensity to manmize self-mtevest makes
the establishment of civil sociery a suravalts:
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L'mpurruh,'c‘. s wan’y  capactty for
compromise, for reasoned give and rake,
makes a civilized community  possible,
Never in the course of human events has it
been more important for individials i
prablic tife 1o appenl i the highest rather than
the lewest insuncts of the body poline. The
stakes dre too hugh.

In all of the natural creation, we can
wbserve the intricate interplay of lite's
delicate halance in harmonious patterns
which stun the mind in their complexity
and beaury. Should not the human
community recognize its own exalted
potential? Is not this realization a marter
of survival in this age! Banding together
with solid vies of family and communiry,
hum:u'm rhrulluhmlr l'lisrnr}' h'r'i\'E
demonstrated cooperarive and
organizational abilities and capacities for
caring, Upon reflection, we can each
discover thar the concems we feel for
others are not driven by self-incerest or
external authority; they arise from the
very core of our being, These capucities
of compassion and justice cannor be
overlooked or diminished, When we
dererminedly  create  institutional
arrangements and legal order hased on
these values, humanity fourishes.

I helieve thar our furure 15 largely
determined by the view of the human
condition we choose, That is one reason
the UN is so important: it is founded on
the ideals that malke us truly human. It i=
our awn lack of confidence in the power
of these ideals that holds us back, Plaro
said, "We can easily forgive a child who
is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy is
whien [adults] are afradd of the lighe”

For most of the fist 50 years of the

UN, the cold war produced a cycle of

fear in which rhrears  required

HTMENMETIES, ATTTATINCITS br{:ti !E:—]r., ?t]'ld
tear led ro furcher armamenrs. We have
before us an opportunity for civil sociery
tor drive o new dynamic process in which
confidence-building,  rrust,  plohal
responsibility, and sustainable social
development can redefline security and
lead to real disarmament, which will
reinforce the dynamics of trust and
development. Gewernments or markel
forces alone cannot drive this process; it
is the responsibility of NOGOs and civil
society to make this happen.

We have the capacity to analyze our
collective challenge using perennial
values. It s love rthar can lead us to
strategies from deep within our hearts tw
create institutional structures for peace
where the precimsness of life will he
respected  from  the microbiological
realm into the infinite firmaments, Let
the heares of cach of us be the beginning
of such a plice of love, peace and
forgiveness. Let each of us challenge
outselves, our political bodies, our
L'ElLIIE_'}lL‘b'.‘ Ll_’ll'l!ll(.'s. IIllJNquL‘Ei, ':l'[ld |'['l|ji:t‘d
the LN and aur member stares, with the
seriousness of our commitment. The
S}lﬂn .“EPUI'I l]f 'f(_'d]'.‘s we L'E]L'h ]'l'rJ\"L' can hl_'
fitled either with an awareness of the
exaltedness contained n our  full
hurmanity, orwith an apachy that acceps
relisnce on the threar and use of
violence. Our alrernarives could nor he
clearer.

Look ar the power released through the
forgiveness of Melson Mandela. Why
should we doubt the power of con-
science, of lovel Is it because we fear
lll'rlt W Are 'e]l:r'l.'lc'].“‘!' TI'lE Q.‘(pl’l‘."!ﬁiiﬂﬂ.‘\' “1"
the Crearors divine brilliance, and thar
il we allow room lor accepting such
majesty, our responsibilities o one
another will increase? Our duries to care
and be expressions of compassion will
indeed increase and all those who
have willingly aceepted such responsibil-
ity, in every culrure and time, have
reported to humanity that such a life is
filled with meaning and peace, Ler us
not shrink from rthe beaury that our
hearts can express, a heaury that natural-
ly liberares in unteld ways, spiritual and
rolitical. 4




